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As technologies evolve, so must the law. The digital revolution brought about by the evolution of information and communication technologies (ICTs) has given birth to new fields of law:  the law of the information society and the law of Internet Governance.
The Institute of International Law and International Relations of the University of Graz, Austria, has a strong tradition of innovative research and teaching and a convincing track record of covering emerging issues of international law. Since 2001, the Institute has committed resources specifically to analyzing the legal challenges of the Internet.
While other institutes of the Law Faculty of the University of Graz focus on subjects as European legal development and ICTs, civil law and ICTs, intellectual property and ICT and cybercrime, the Institute of International Law and International Relations broaches the most fundamental issue: How can the Internet be ruled in a way that is both effective and sensitive to human rights? 
Research on this far-reaching question has been conducted by Professor Wolfgang Benedek, head of the Institute of International Law and International Relations, and a team of young researchers in the framework of three projects funded by the Austrian Science Fund. The projects have led to four workshops, numerous publications, including two books, and have enabled the researchers from Graz to reach established position in the international research community, namely with regard to human rights in the information society.  

The members of the Focal Point on Law of the Information Society have been present and active during the most important moments of the evolution of the information society in the last seven years: from the WSIS process and selected ICANN International Public Meetings to all Internet Governance Forums held until today. 
Member of the Focal Point are further active in a number of Dynamic Coalitions, including those committed to furthering human rights, and the freedom of expression, on the Internet. Focal point members Professor Wolfgang Benedek and Matthias C. Kettemann are also members of the Global Internet Governance Academic Network (GigaNet) and contributors to its workshops. Their experience has been internationally recognized. Recently they have been commissioned by the Council of Europe to prepare a book on the protection of freedom of expression online.
I. The team of the focal point
Presently, a team of two scholars is actively involved in research on the legal dimensions of the information society:
· Professor Mag. Dr. Wolfgang Benedek
head of the Institute of International Law and International Relations, University of Graz; director of the European Training and Research Centre for Human Rights and Democracy (ETC) of the University of Graz; member of the Global Internet Governance Academic Network; developed the Charter of Internet Rights and Principles of the Internet Rights&Principles Coalition; teaches at the Internet Governance Summer School in Meißen; consultant for the Information Society Division of the Council of Europe.

· Mag. Matthias C. Kettemann, LL.M. (Harvard)
research fellow and lecturer, Institute of International Law and International Relations, University of Graz; reviewer for contributions related to the information society for Political Communication, Masaryk Journal of Law and Technology and jusletter IT; member of the Global Internet Governance Academic Network and the Internet Rights&Principles Coalition.
II. Projects on the law of the information society
· [under review]
Making Norms Matter Online: The Impact of Principled Approaches to Internet Governance

· 2005-2008 
We, the Information Society? The Role of Multi-Stakeholder-Participation for the Imple​mentation of Human Rights Approaches (project leader: Wolfgang Benedek; re​search fellows: Matthias C. Kettemann (2006-2008)/Vero​nika Bauer (2006-2007)/Catrin Pekari (2005-2006))
· 2003-2005
Human Rights in the Information Society (Project leader: Wolfgang Benedek; research fellow: Catrin Pekari)
· 2001-2003
ICANN, OECD and WTO in the evolving international regulatory regime of the Internet (Project leader: Wolfgang Benedek; research fellow: Catrin Pekari)
III. Selected teaching and training activities
· Course on “International Law and the Internet” (Matthias C. Kettemann)

· Unit on the law of the information society in the general course on international law (Wolfgang Benedek) 
· Units on human rights aspects of the information society in the “Human Rights Debate Club” (Matthias C. Kettemann) 
· “Debate Club on Legal Questions of the Information Society” (Wolfgang Benedek/Matthias C. Kettemann)
· Workshops for teachers on the dangers and opportunities for children on the Internet und regular lectures for highs school students on the right to privacy on the Internet
IV. Publications

Books 

· Benedek, Wolfgang/Bauer, Veronika and Kettemann, Matthias C. (eds.), Internet Governance and the Information Society. Global Perspectives and European Dimensions (Utrecht: Eleven Publishing, 2008)
· Benedek, Wolfgang/Pekari, Catrin (eds.), Menschenrechte in der Informationsgesellschaft  [Human Rights in the Information Society] (Hannover: Boorberg, 2007)

Recent articles and chapters in books
· Kettemann, Matthias C., Ensuring Human Rights Online: An Appraisal of Selected Council of Europe Initiatives in the Information Society Sector in 2010, in W. Benedek et al. (eds.), European Yearbook on Human Rights 2011, Vienna 2011, 461-482

· Kettemann, Matthias C., Wider die Cyberutopie in der Weltpolitik. Twitter und Facebook machen noch keine Revolution [A Critique of Cyber Utopism in Global Politics. Revolutions Need More than Twitter and Facebook], juridikum (2011) 2, 155-158

· Kettemann, Matthias C., Building the Legal Framework of the Information Society: Lessons from Combating Hate Speech, in Schweighofer/Kummer (eds.), Europäische Projektkultur als Beitrag zur Rationalisierung des Rechts [European Project Culture as a Contribution to the Rationalization of Law], Vienna 2011, 179-182 (also in: Jusletter IT, 24 February 2011, www.jusletter-it.eu)
· Benedek, Wolfgang/Kettemann, Matthias C., The Council of Europe and the Information Society, in R. Kicker (ed.), The Council of Europe: Pioneer and Guarantor for Human Rights and Democracy, Strasbourg 2010, 88-93

· Kettemann, Matthias C., Internet Governance and Human Rights in Europe, in W. Benedek et al. (eds.), European Yearbook on Human Rights 2010, Vienna 2010, 335-352

· Kettemann, Matthias C., Taking Sexting Seriously: Should Europe Start Prosecuting "Sexters", juridikum (2010) 4, 402-413

· Kettemann, Matthias C., Reform statt Revolution: ICANNs neues Accountability-Regime im Lichte europäischer Kritik [Reform, Not Revolution: The Accountability Regime of ICANN in Light of European Critique], in jusIT (2009) 6, 215-220

· Bauer, Veronika, Regionalizing E-Inclusion: Approaches of the EU and Austria, in Benedek, Wolfgang/Bauer, Veronika/Kettemann, Matthias C. (Hrsg.), Internet Governance and the Information Society. Global Perspectives and European Dimensions (Utrecht: Eleven Publishing, 2008), 115-125
· Bauer, Veronika/Kettemann, Matthias C., Internet Governance, Quo Vadis? Meeting the Challenges of Internet Governance in a Multi-Stakeholder Environment, in Benedek, Wolfgang/Bauer, Veronika/Kettemann, Matthias C. (eds.), Internet Governance and the Information Society. Global Perspectives and European Dimensions (Utrecht: Eleven Publishing, 2008),163-171 
· Benedek, Wolfgang/Kettemann, Matthias C./Senges, Max, The Humani​zation of Internet Governance: A Roadmap Towards a Comprehensive Global (Human) Rights Architecture for the Internet, http://giganet.igloogroups.org/ annualsymp (2008)
· Benedek, Wolfgang, Introduction, in Benedek, Wolfgang/Bauer, Veronika/Kettemann, Matthias C. (eds.), Internet Governance and the Information Society. Global Perspectives and European Dimensions (Utrecht: Eleven Publishing, 2008), 1-7
· Benedek, Wolfgang, Internet Governance and Human Rights, in Benedek, Wolfgang/Bauer, Veronika/Kettemann, Matthias C. (eds.), Internet Gover​nance and the Information Society. Global Perspectives and European Dimen​sions (Utrecht: Eleven Publishing, 2008), 31-49
· Kettemann, Matthias C., ICANN und Internet Governance: Aktuelles zur Suche nach Patentrezepten gegen Legitimationsdefizite [ICANN and Internet Governance: Recent Developments in the Search for More Legitimacy], jusIT (2008) 5, 165-168
· Kettemann, Matthias C., E-Inclusion as a Means to Bridge the Digital Divides: Con​cep​tual Issues and International Approaches, in Benedek, Wolf​gang/Bauer, Veronika/Kettemann, Matthias C. (eds.), Internet Governan​ce and the Information Society. Global Perspectives and European Dimen​sions (Ut​recht: Eleven Publishing, 2008), 51-61
· Bauer, Veronika/Kettemann, Matthias C., Safeguarding the Commons in (and of) the Information Society: How Internet Governance Can Help Avoiding the Real ‘Tragedy of the Commons’, Re-public: re-imagining democracy (2007), http://www.re-public.gr/en/?p=101
· Bauer, Vernonika/Kettemann, Matthias C., Menschenrechtliche Implikationen der Informationsgesellschaft und österreichische Regulierungsansätze [Human Rights Implications of the Information Society and Austrian Regulatory Approaches], in Benedek, Wolfgang/Pekari, Catrin (eds.), Menschenrechte in der Informationsgesellschaft  [Human Rights in the Information Society] (Hannover: Boorberg, 2007), 293-323 

· Bauer, Veronika/Kettemann, Matthias C., Der Digitale Solidaritätsfonds. Zum neuesten Mechanismus der Informationsgesellschaft zur Überwindung des digitalen Grabens [The Digital Solidarity Fund. On the Newest Mechanism of Information Society to Bridge the Digital Divide], Medien und Recht 25 (2007) 2, 63-65 
· Bauer, Veronika/Kettemann, The First Meeting of the Internet Governance Forum: On the Right Track to Inclusive Internet Governance?, 1 Panóptica 9 (2007), 112-128, http://www.panoptica.org/julho_agosto07/009_81A6.pdf 
· Benedek, Wolfgang, Der Schutz der Meinungsäußerungs- und Medienfreiheit in der Informationsgesellschaft [The protection of the freedom of expression and of the media], in Benedek, Wolfgang/Pekari, Catrin (eds.), Menschen​rechte in der Informationsgesellschaft  [Human Rights in the Information Society] (Hannover: Boorberg, 2007), 125-146
· Pekari, Catrin, Das Internet als Medium für den weltweiten Terrorismus. Ein neues Bedrohungsszenario in den internationalen Beziehungen? [The Internet as a Medium for International Terrorism] in Bungenberg, Marc/Meessen, Karl M. (eds.), Internationales Wirtschaftsrecht im Schatten des 11. September 2001 [International Economic Law in the Shadow of September 11, 2001]  (Munich: Springer, 2004), 287-309
· Pekari, Catrin, The Information Society and its Policy Agenda: Towards a Human Rights-Based Approach, 18 Revue québécoise de droit international 2005, 57-73
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